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Xsvraevs AVvorate; 


OR, 


THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS CONTEMPLATED 
AND URGED. 





For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the reconciling of 
them be, but life from the dead? Rom. xi. 15. 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF THE CONVERSION OF THE JEWS.* 


Genuine and diffusive benevolence should distinguish every Christian ; 
and objects present themselves on all sides, calculated to call forth that 
godlike disposition. The poor we have always with us, and at any time 
we may do them good. But to relieve the temporal necessities of the 
poor, is one of the smallest and most limited spheres of benevolence, 
though necessary to its existence, and to demonstrate its genuineness in 
all its other operations. Its noblest object is the communication of — 
spiritual good—raising degraded mortals, or shall I rather say immortals, 
from ignorance and misery, and restoring them to the knowledge, the. 
favour, and the image of God. Hereby we tread more directly in the 
footsteps of that adorable Redeemer, to whose matchless love we owe our 
own eterna! hopes. 

And here how extensive a field opens before us! Not now to mention 
the multitudes of profligate sinners every where around us in reformed 
countries—or the multitudes in popish‘countries; or the millions of 
gans whose degraded condition and long neglected miseries, if not their 
hearts and voices, are! crying “come over and help us”—let me only re- 
mind you of the state of the scattered seed of Abraham, and of the 
claims they have to our benevolent exertions. 

I. The obligations we are under to them. The divine promise te 
Abraham has been fuifilled by means of his descendants, namely, that 
in his seed should all the families of the earth be blessed. Our blessed- 
ness comes originally from God, and to him will the praise ultimately 
redound; but the instruments by whom He has sent this blessedness 
claim our gratitude; and, if in circumstances that need, or even admit 
it, have the first demand on our pity and our help. Now these are Jews. 


* This article is the substance of a speech delivered on the 27thof August, 1814, 
by the Rev. William Steadman, Divinity Tutor in the Baptist Academy, at Brad- 
ford, Yorkshire, Eng. 
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By them was the worship of the true God preserved in the world, when 
lost among all other nations, and by them in due time transmitted to us. 
The first propagators of Christianity among the Gentiles were Jews. 

The penmen of the Bible—not only of the Old, but of the New Tes- 
tament, were Jews. The Redeemer himself, the foundation of all our 
hopes, the life of all our joys, our very life itself, was of the Jews: of 
whom, says an inspired apostle, when speaking of the Jewish fathers— 
of whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ came, and who, he farther tells 
us, (not only to raise our ideas of his native glories, but also to confer a 
still higher dignity on the race from which according to the flesh he 
sprang,) is over all, God blessed for ever. That the Jews are now ina 
condition admitting and loudly calling for pity and help, is knewn to 
every person of the least reflection. Surely then the obligations result- 
ing from the inestimable benefits they have been the instruments of com- 
municating to us, must demand our most strenuous efforts to serve them 
in return. We derived spiritual blessings from them, when totally desti- 
tute of them ourselves ; 'et us endeavour to impart to them those bless- 
ings, now they are in a condition as destitute as we were, when we first 
began to derive them from their hands. Less than this must fall short 
of our reasonable service, and leave us under the charge of prodigious 
ingratitude. | | 

2. The injuries we have formerly done them. Of all the people up- 
en earth the Jews have, for the last seventeen hundred years, been the 
most cruelly treated; and, for nearly a thousand of those years, chiefly 
by such as have called themselves Christians. Of this remark the nu- 
merous exactions practised upon them by the different courts and princes 
of Europe, are but too evident a confirmation, It is readily admitted 
that their sufferings furnish a very awful instance of the righteous ven- 
geance of God, as well as a continued illustration of the truth of the 
predictions of the prophets, and especially of our Lord himself, concern- 
ing them; and may be therefore viewed as a standing evidence of our 
Redeemer’s mission, and, consequently, of the whole Gospel. But it 
has been at the hands of God, and not of men, that they have merited 
those evils; and though prophecy has foreshown them, it has nowhere 
given to any nation or people a commission to inflict them. They were, 
it is true, fulfilling the divine purposes, and executing the divine threat- 
enings; but, like the Assyrian of old, they meant not so, neither did their 
heartthink so. In most instances the aggressions were unprovoked ; and 
in those in which just cause of complaint had existed, resentment and out- 
rage were carried beyond all bounds. We cannot therefore but consider 
such injurious treatment as very offensive to God, and as tending in a 
great degree to harden their hearts, and render inveterate their prejudi- 
ces againstthe Gospel. Surely it behooves us, then, to use all our efforts 
to repair those injuries: and how can we more effectually repair them 
than by assiduously endeavouring, by every proper means, to bring those 
who have sustained them to the knowledge and the faith of Christ ? 

3. The very awful apprehensions we are compelled to entertain concern- 
ing them while they remain unconverted. As they are in a state of open, 
avowed hostility to the Gospel, which reveals the only way of salvation, 
and to Jesus Christ the only Saviour; as believers in the divine authori- 
ty of the New Testament, we cannot but feel the most awful apprehen- 
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sions for their eternal state. They are rejecters of the Gospel, and our 
Lord himself says to them in the plainest terms, “If ye believe not that 
I am he, ye shall die in your sins.” What an overwhelming considera- 
tion is this, and to what unwearied energy should it excite us! While in 
this state of unbelief, through the just judgment of God, inflicted in the 
course of his mysterious providence, their condition in this world is ex- 
tremely degrading, but their state in this world bears no comparison t¢ 
what we have every reason to apprehend awaits them in the next. Oh, 
then, if we have the hearts and feelings of Christians, let us awake al 
our energies, in endeavouring to rescue them from destructive ways; 
that we may save their souls from death and hide a multitude of sins. 

4. The visible and glorious display of the divine power and mercy 
en their conversion. In every instance of conversion, we are taught to 
acknowledge the hand of God; we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works. Where the previous character has been 
less manifestly hostile to God and to his Gospel, this divine interposi- 
tion is less obvious ; butin the conversion of the Jews it willbe display- 
ed in the brightest lustre. Their fathers crucified the Lord of glory. 
Their posterity have, from age to age, inherited their dispositions. Their 
determined opposition to Christ has been sanctioned by the practice of 
ages; and their antipathy to the Gospel has been increased by habit of 
upwards of seventeen hundred years standing. ‘The veil upon their 
hearts grows thicker and more impenetrable. Their hostility to the re- 
ligion of Jesus Christ has been likewise the most avowed and public ; 
and cannot be given up by them without acknowledgments the most 
mortifying to their feelings, and which will load their ancestors with the 
guilt of the most atrocious crime, and themselves with that of having 


been the constant abettors of it. What a surprising change then must ..° 


take place in them when they shall turn to the Lord! Their prejudices 
will be overcome, their enmity subdued, and their reception of the long 
rejected Saviour the most cordial and the most public! They shall look on 
him whom they have pierced, and shall mourn for him as one mourneth 
for his only son, and shall be in heaviness for him as one that is in bitter- 
ness for her first-born. But how manifest will be the hand of the Lord. 
In this view is their conversion uniformly represented in prophecy. 
Ezekiel was led by the Spirit into the valley which was full of bones ; 
he saw very many in the open valley, and lo they were very dry! Upon 
his survey of them, he was asked this striking question, Can these bones 
live? Do we wonder at the hesitation which marked his reply, O Lord 
God, thou knowest? Most certainly, if they should live, it must be by 
the immediate and visible interposition of Almighty power. But his 
eyes saw these bones come together, bone to his bone—saw sinews come 
upon them; and flesh and skin covered them—yea, breath entered. into 
them; and they in consequence thereof arose, and stood up upon.their . 
feet, an exceeding great army. I need not make the application: God. 
himself has already made it, and informed us that these bones are the 
house of Israel. All who are warmed with zeal for the honour of God 
delight in tracing the operations of his hands, and wish to see his name 
acknowledged. Surely then the conversion of this long neglected nation 
must attract their notice. When the nations shall see and be astonished 
at all their might, they shall lay their hands upon their mouths, and 















































re 
7) 


























~ 


%Q ISRAEL'S ADVOCATE. 


their ears shall be deaf; they shall be afraid of the Lord their God, and 
shall fear because of him. | 

Nor will the divine glory be manifested merely by the greatness of 
the event, but also by the acknowledgments of the Jews themselves up- 
on the taking place of it. What honour was brought to Jesus Christ by 
Saul’s embracing Christianity, and becoming a preacher of the faith which 
he had before destroyed! Now he allows us to consider him as a pattern 
to them who shall hereafter believe unto life everlasting, probably refer- 
ring chiefly to the Jews his countrymen. And oh, how pungent will be 
their grief for their long continued unbeliefand rejection of Christ! How ar- 
dent their gratitude, and how loud their praises for pardoning mercy! How 
zealous and unwearied their efforts in the cause of that great Redeemer, 
whom they will now most cordially embrace! Some one conjectures that the 
Jews, upon their own conversion, will become missionaries to the world 
at large: nor is this conjecture improbable; as their ardent zeal, and 
their large acquaintance with the world, arising from their scattered 
situation, will eminently fit them for such an important service. I ven- 
ture to remark once more— 

5. The aspect this great event will have upon the salvation of the world 
at large. \t does not become us positively to decide upon the order 
in which events, yet future, will take place ; but carefully to attend 
to the language of Scripture. From that infallible source of informa- 
tion there seems sufficient reason to conclude, that previous to the 
most extensive spread of Christianity promised in the latter day, the 
conversion of the Jews shall take place ; or, to speak more accurate- 
ly, that their conversion shall be the first great leading step towards 
it, and shall be immediately followed by it. Paul, in the 11th chap- 
ter of his epistle to the Romans, seems clearly to indicate, that as the 
fall of the Jews was the riches of the world, and the diminishing of 
them, the riches of the Gentiles, the fulness of them, that is their 
conversion as a body to the faith of Christ, will be productive-of an im- 
mensely greater benefit to the world, even like that of life from the 
dead—yea, farther, that the removal of that blindness which has hap- 
pened to the main body of them, shall be at least an event cotempo- 
rary with the fulness of the Gentiles. 

Out of regard therefore to ourselves as Gentiles, let us labour and 
pray for the conversion of the seed of Abraham. And let us remark 
this obvious difference between the conversion of the Gentile world 
to Christianity, effected by the ministry of the apostles, and that of the 
Jews promised in the latter day. The former was in consequence 
of the rejection of the Jews, as is plain from the chapter already re- 
ferred to; but the latter, instead of being the result of the rejection 
of the Gentiles, shall be attended and followed with their fulness. 
This, it is true, isa very mysterious arrangement of the all-wise 
providence of God, but should never fail to excite in us the greatest 
compassion for the Jews, and the most ardent desire for their con- 
version. We have nothing to fear for ourselves, but on the contrary, 
every thing to hope from such an event. Yes; then, in its fullest 
and most glorious extent, shall the blessing of Abraham come upon the 
Gentiles, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of God. 


ISRAKL’S ADVOCATE. 21 

Let no one suffer his efforts to be paralyzed by an idea that the con- 
version of the Jews is an event yet far distant ; and that therefore 
our endeavours after it will be in vain. How far distant this desira- 
ble event may be, is not for us to ascertain: it is not for us to know 
the times and the seasons which God has reserved in his own power. 
But be it ever so far distant, it does not thence follow that our efforts 
will bein vain. If we do not see the harvest, we may participate 
of the first fruits; or if we be not favoured to participate even of 
them, we shall sow immortal seed, which will in due time spring up 
and produce a plentiful crop. Though David was not allowed to 
build the temple of the Lord, yet his preparations were of essential 
use in its erection by Solomon his son ; and his desire to accomplish 
that great undertaking himself, received the approbation and the 
plaudit of his God. 


—— 


Journal of a Missionary Tour of Mr. Bergmann, « converted Jew 
from Frankfort. 


(Continued from page 15.) 


On my arrival in H. I felt more composed in my mind; and my dear 
Redeemer strengthened me with a renewed hope and confidence. 

I had scarcely arrived in the evening, when already six of my 
former Jewish acquaintances, among whom two had been among my 
first pupils in the doctrine of the Talmud, called upon me, and very 


cordially invited me into their houses. [then visitedthe Rev. Mr. : > 


N. to whom a year ago I had transmitted many tracts and New Tes- 
taments ; to learn what use he had made of them. He told me, with 
visible marks of satisfaction, that the greatest part of them were in 
good hands, and that he anticipated from them good effects upon many 
an Israelite both here and in the neighbourhood, as 1 should learn 
myself on visiting them. 

On the 21st, I called upon two very respectable Jewish heads of 
families. They showed me all the tracts they had received from 
Mr. N. all very neatly bound together, and also a Hebrew New 
Testament, and they assured me, that the latter afforded them very 
great satisfaction. This led to a religious conversation, during which 
they repeated the same objections they had made to Mr. N. arising 
from the want of belief in a divine revelation in general. Our con- 
versation, which lasted for three hours, cannot be repeated here ; 
be it enough to say, that the Lord put words into my mouth, which 
led them to promise, that they would once more go through all what 
they had read, with the greatest attention, and that, if difficulties 
should arise, they would consult the Rev. Mr. N. but above all pray 
to the Almighty for his enlightening grace. In the afternoon | called 
upon another rich and remarkably well-informed head of a Jewish 
family. He showed a much greater inclination to receive the doc- 
trine of salvation, and assured me, that after having diligently read 
the New Testament he found much edification by attending Christian 
sermons; but before he could proceed in his way te the Christian 
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church, it would be necessary for him to prepare his wife. (the 
daughter of a rabbin,) for that important change. A Jewish dentist, 
of whom Mr. N. had told me, that he also visited him, happened to 
be from home, when | called at his house, But his two sisters told 
me that they had almost read the New Testament through, and that 
their brother had explained it to them. On the same day several 
Jews from two neighbouring places, where formerly I had been a 
teacher, came to see me, and showed more kindness to me, than I 
had expected from them. They asked me for some New Testa- 
ments, but as [ had none of them, I promised to send them some 
copies at the next fair. 

On the 22nd, | proceeded to C. where three Jewish families reside, 
of whom one member has been my pupil. He was not at home; 
and another was also absent. The third, who was present, refused 
accepting tracts, saying, ‘‘ If we have money enough to carry to Leip- 
zig, we want no Messiah.” 

On the 23d, I arrived at B. near the boundaries of the kingdom ot 
Bavaria. As I was born only one mile from that place, and had, a 
year ago, sent a considerable parcel of tracts to a friend there, a 
large number of Jews of both sexes, old and young, filled the inn in 
the evening, who continually were whispering among one another. 
Not one bade me welcome, or answered my salutation. I asked one 
among them, ‘* How does my brother and his family ?” He replied : 
** Now you must ask the Goiim,” (Gentiles.) When I had asked for 
some supper, a party of the Jews went into another room, where the 
magistrate of the place sat, with some other Christians, spoke se- 
cretly with him, and then withdrew. The magistrate came to me, 
behaved kindly, and asked me, in what place I had made my transi- 
tion to the Christian church. In Frankfort, said | ; and if you wish 
it, [ can show you my baptismal testimony. ‘| donot want it, Sir,’ 
replied he ; ‘I only can tell you, that just now | have without cere- 
mony sent away the Jews.” ‘* Yes,”’ said one, in his German Patois, 
** there sits a baptized Jew, who has not even adopted the Catholic 
religion, but has become a Lutheran ; and that, I should think, is not 
permitted.” ‘I told him,” continued the magistrate, “ that he was a 
fool and a wretch, who did not know that the kingdom of Bavaria 
now contained more than a third part of protestant inhabitants, who 
enjoy equal civil rights with the Catholics ; upon which they all took 
to their heels, and left the house.”’ | 

On the following morning | went under anxious apprehensions to 
A. where my brother lives. He is nearly 70 years old. In his 
younger years he has, by journeys and mercantile connexions, ac- 
quired a tolerable mezsure of useful knowledge ; but now, several 
_— since, he has been compelled by illness to confine himself to 

is room. When I entered into the house, I heard much chiding and 
noise. My brother met me in a very weak state of health, gave me 
a cordial reception, but at the same time requested me to leave his 
house immediately, if | would not rake him more unhappy than he 
already was. For his wife, when last night she had heard of my ar- 
rival in these quarters, had brought the whole vicinity into commo- 











ISRAEL’S ADVOCATE. 23 


tion, to prevent my approaching her husband and children. She has 
sent, continued he, my only son, to a neighbouring place, nor are my 
two daughters permitted to bid you welcome. What my brother just 
had told me, was soon fully confirmed ; for when his wife, after ten 
minutes, had heard of my arrival, she flew into the house like a fury, 
followed by several of her relatives, under a flood of curses and op- 
probrious words. How, cried she, this Meshumed dares to profane 
my cosher, house! and with these words she and her sister seized 
firebrands from the chimney to assault me; but were prevented by 
some men, who were present. I therefore withdrew as quickly as 
possible, after having in a few words given my poor brother an affec- 
tionate farewell, and went into the inn. Here, in the course of the 
day, I was visited by many young Israelites, who comforted me after 
the painful treatment I had suffered. They assured me, that the 
tracts I had sent hither, bad excited a great stir ; and as many among 
them, in their mercantile business, have to travel through protestant 
countries, thcy avail themselves of the opportunity to entertain con- 
nexions with true Christians, whereby they are more and more con- 
firmed in their conviction, until, by Divine Providence, a way will be 
opened for them to make a public profession. 

Two young respectable Jews, who have studied the law, have late- 
ly been baptized as members of the Catholic church ; because, as 
one of them ingenuously confessed, they must expect their prefer- 
ment in a Catholic country. His brother, who invited me into the 
house of his parents, lives and eats with them in perfect harmony, as 
if no change had taken place. ‘The father kindly invited me to sup- 
per, and confidentially told me, that another son of his, and also his. . 
son-in-law, who lived in a protestant country, were determined to 
become Evangelical Christians ; and requested me, if I came to the 
place of their residence, to visit them. 

I remained in this place till the following day, the 25th at noon, 
that, if possible, 1 might have some conversation with my brother’s 
son, who is a dyer. But his mother, aware no doubt of my desire, 
did not suffer him to leave her the whole day. I therefore set out 
for B. where I[ arrived in the evening. Having on the 26th, which 
was Whit-sunday, attended Divine service, | called upon a cousin of 
mine, who is a respectable merchant. From him I heard a strange 
expression, which was novel to me. | am indeed, said he, a Chris- 
tian, and as good a Christian as any in this town; but I never shall be 
baptized, that I may not be called a baptized Jew, because to this 
title is attached every thing which is base and contemptible. When 
I would convince him, that the sacrament of holy baptism was an in- 
dispensable ordinance for all Christians, he replied, not indispensa- 
ble ; for Christ says, he that believeth not, shall be condemned ; but 
he does not say, he that is not baptized, shall be condemned. [I ad- 
vised him to speak on this subject with a worthy minister in the 
town, of whom he had told me, that he attended his sermons by pre- 
ference ; which he promised to do. In the afternoon I visited the 
son and the son-in-law of the Jew, mentioned under the 24th. They 
received me in a very affectionate manner ; | had a long and salisfac- 
tory conversation with them, and left some tracts with them, under 
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a gg wish, that the Lord would strengthen them to every good 
work. ; 

On the 27th, after divine service, I called upon a near relative of 
mine, from whose enlightened sentiments I anticipated an interesting 
conversation. I was received in a remarkably polite manner, but 
was not a little surprised, when, after having caused those who were 
present to withdraw, he shut both the doors of the room. I asked 
the reason of that unexpected measure, and he replied, for your life 
you have nothing to fear; a Jew commits no murder; but I have 
done it, to compel you to hear without interruption what I have to 
say. I hope, I said, you will also hear me. No, cried he, all you 
will or can say, I know full well. The step you have taken is a base 
roguery, for nothing but madness or hypocrisy can induce a Jew to 
become aChristian. The English madness has, as you know, infected 
many persons in Germany ; but we have also among us men of influ- 
ence, who certainly will stop their progress. But, continued he 
more calmly, the way by which you may return, is open to you, as 
our arms are open to receive you again as our dear cousin. That is 
to say, said I, if I turned Jew again. Certainly ; was his answer ; 
you may only go to Breslau or Amsterdam, and . . . Now, re- 
plied I, my dear cousin, I will hear nothingmore. To my Lord and 
Saviour I have promised faithfulness unto death ; and I hope to per- 
severe. While I said this he opened the dvors again, and I withdrew. 
I little relished my dinner in the inn; and I do not know how many 
times 1 walked up and down the long avenue of the garden belonging 
to the castle. I could not compose my mind during the afternoon 
and evening ; but when I went to rest, the Lord gave me sufficient 
strength and presence of mind, to recommend myself in prayer to 
him, and also fervently to intercede for my poor and endarkened 
cousin, that our Saviour by his Spirit would enlighten him, that his 
soul may be saved. 

The 28th and 29th of May, were days of blessing, in which I reco- 
vered from the grief of the foregoing day. During this week a fair 
is held in this place, which is frequented by numbers of Jews. I 
therefore had an opportunity to converse with many of them ; the 
majority of whom showed much good-will, and desire to be instruct- 
ed, and received with eagerness what I put into their hands to that 
effect. Many asked for New-Testaments, and would readily have 


paid for them, if I had been provided with copies. 


On the 30th, I visited many Jews in their shops, who, for the 
greater part, received me kindly, and listened to my instruction, In 
the evening, many called on me, and one of them said, I have, my 
friend, read many of your tracts with interest, and I have no hesita- 
tion to say that if the Christians in our neighbourhood behaved to pi- 
ous Jews in the same spirit as the members of your Societies, large 
numbers of Jews would go over to the Christian church. But as 
yet little charity is shown to us. On the contrary, the more we wish 
to join them, the harsher are we repulsed by them. When the Lord 
will be pleased to fulfil his promise, that there shall be only one flock 
and one shepherd, he must himself prepare the heart for such an union. 
On the 3ist, in the afternoon, I set out for B. I stopped on the road, 
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in a small town, where I found a distant female relative of mine, who 
lives there with her husband and seven children, in very comfortable 
circumstances. She spoke for along time with me about her domestic 
happiness ; but as I was desirous to inform her of my change of re- 
ligion, I turned the conversation upon two of her sons, who can sup- 
port themselves independently, and intimated to her, that for them it 
would be no difficult matter to embrace Christianity, and by an open 
profession, to rid themselves at once from Jewish misery ; so as; added 
I, by the Lord’s mercy, I, in my sixtieth year, had been happy 
enough to devote myself to Jesus Christ. Oh, did she joyfully ex- 
claim, grasping my hand, now you are doubly welcome to me ; for now 
I may freely tell you the truth. One of these two sons has no longer 
than six weeks since, asked our permission to go over to the Reform- 
ed church in Hungary, and we have without delay granted it. We, 
indeed, bring up our children in the religion of our fathers. But 
whenever they have become of age, and wish to have something bet- 
ter, we certainly will lay no obstacle in their way. 

From B. where I madea short stay, I returned to Frankfort, where 
I arrived on the 6th of June. 

Your’s, &c. 


Joun Jacosn Bereomany. 





The above is the jourial of a man who has passed sixty years of his 
life in the profession of Judaism—a man of valuable talents, and who was 
for along time a Jewish teacher, and well experienced in the writings and 
constitution of his people. The following account of his conversion to 
the Christian faith and baptism is given by himself, in a letter under date 
of Frankfort, Oct. 2d 1820; and published in the thirteenth report of 
the London Society for promoting Christianity among the Jews. “In 
hope that you feel warmly interested in the salvation of one, who has for 
a long time gone astray, I now inform you that God’s mercy has brought 
me hither four months ago. Through his mysterious leadings I got ac- 
quainted with the Missionary of the London Society for promoting 
Christianity among the Jews, who resides here: and by his instruction, 
example, and power of conviction, I was led so near the fountain head 
of life and comfort, that I requested the Rev. Mr. Stein to give.me more 
explicit instruction in Christianity, with which he also complied with so 
much patience and cordiality, that in the last week, on September 22, [ 
received the baptism, according to the Lutheran rite, in the church of 
the holy Three Kings, after haying made my public profession of faith, 
At the same time a young Jewess, twenty-two years old, was also baptiz- 
ed, after having made a very affecting profession of her faith. Now it 
is my most serious desire that the Lord will grant me his grace and 
strength to do some good to my Jewish brethren according to the 
flesh.” 

From the above mentioned report of the London Society, we have also 
taken the following extracts of letters from Mr. Marc, a converted 
Jewish Missionary, which illustrate both the state of his own mind, and 
the encouragement to exertion which the dispositions of the Jews in that 
part of Germany where he is stationed, afford. 
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“ Mr, and Mrs. Lix, myself and my wife, do what we can to promote 
the knowledge of Christ. The latter becomes more and more active in 
the work. As to myself, I continue in my endeavours for the glory of 
Christ among my brethren according to the flesh. But the outward im- 

ediments are many and strong. _ God will remove them, or he will 
strengthen the faith of them who are convinced of the truth, I go on 
sowing in tears. Who knows how soon it may please the Lord to bless 
me with a joyful harvest ? 

In Gotha an opulent Jew is become a Christian; in Leipzig, dur- 
ing the last winter, two girls; in Wurzburgh, five Jews. Whether Mr. 
, a man of great talents, is among that number, I do not know; but 
I am well informed that he now belongs to the Lutheran church. At 
Breslau, in the course of five weeks, about thirty families have been bap- 
tized, and many more are ready to take the same step; yet they are, as 
likewise in Berlin, excluded from the Zwinger, a kind of exchange, like 
other Jews. That affords matter for reflection. 

Mr. Neumann, a converted protestant Jew, who studies at the expense 
of the king of Bavaria, a nephew of Mr. Edheim, paid me a visit here 
on his journey, and [ had several conversations with him about Chris- 
tianity. Ina Jewish family he distributed some Tracts. The grand- 
father opposed with all his power; but all the others would not suffer 
their liberty toread what they pleased to be restrained ; and one of them 
offered to bring a copy even tothe rabbi. Mr. Neumann also persuaded 
Mr. from , aman highly esteemed in the whole neighbourhood, 
to yisit me. I conversed with him during the whole afternoon. Among 
other expressions, he said, I am not indeed convinced of all the points of 
Christianity, but I cannot refrain from wishing that all the Jews were 
Christians ; there is more power in the New than in the Old Testament ; 
it pierces heart and soul. He paid for a Hebrew Testament with a crown, 
which is much indeed in this country, and he offered to correspond with 
me. Mr. from Wetzlar, an old acquaintance, visited me, and ex- 

ressed great satisfaction at my residence here, and its object. He took 
‘Tracts with him for distribution in his neighbourhood, and will also stir 
up Christians there for the cause. Scarcely aday passes away, but I am 
visited by Jews who wish to converse with me about the Christian celi- 
gion. Last winter, one came often in the night at ten o’clock, and re- 
mained until a very late hour, not from fear, but from want of time, a 
very excellent character, combined with a fine understanding. He has 
two brothers who are remarkably clever, and teachers of congregations 
of the same sentiment. Several other Jews are truly converted, attend 
often church service and religious meetings ; but they cannot separate 
themselves from their brethren, from want of means to support them- 
selves. And Christians themselves will not advise them to do so, know- 
ing the dangerous temptations which arise from want and distress. But 
one of them has given up his situation, and will leave it ina week. He 
will not delay his transition to the Christian religion. I knew him many 
years back as an excellent man. He shows much love and zeal ; he has 
brought many persons to me, who often visit me ; and where opportuni- 
ty offers, he enters into controversy with the Jews. 

Mr. ,» a teacher of , is waiting now already eight years since, 




















whether he, as a Christian, may find an honest living asa Missionary or 
as a Schoolmaster. After what he tells me, he has prepared many Jews 
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who live in the country for Christianity, and if he only knew how to 
support himself, he would soon make a public profession. He is a man 
of good health, full of zeal and courage, in his place. 

He told me also of a physician who was ready to embrace Chris- 
tianity. 

The teacher of the congregation at , addressed to me a 
very well written memoir, containing his views of Christianity, and 
related to me, that he had already prevailed upon a female to join 
the church of Christ ; but that he for himself would not come public- 
ly forward, while he had no other prospect than that of being depend- 
ant upon Christian charity. Would to God that a way may be found 
for assistance in cases as these now mentioned. But, be that as it is. 
Let the leaven operate until the whole lump is leavened ; then at will 
burst out on a sudden. 

My elder brother arrived here during the fair, especialy with a 
view to bring me back to Judaism. Iam not without hope to bring 
him to Christ. He went from here to Leipzig, from whence he will 
return hither to make use of the watering places. I endeavour to 
stir up Christians, Jewish converts, and well disposed Jews, through- 
out the whole country, to activity. I have sent tracts for dssemina- 
tion to many places in this populous country.—Many Christians are 
already active, and their exertions are attended with divine blessing. 
One of them invited some Jews to his house, where he read to them 
the tract, ‘‘ Call to the Jews.” Some of them had tears in their eyes- 
And when that gentleman had given them tracts, a Jew came to him 
and confessed that all he had heard and read was divine truth. Some 
days after, the same gentleman saw a great crowd of Jews, both re- 
siding and travelling, assembled. As he is a magistrate, he thought 
it his duty to see what the matter was. He found that ore sitting 
upon a large stone, was reading aloud one of the tracts. Here, in 
Frankfort, | have sent some tracts, a copy of the Hebrew New Tes- 
tament, one of the prophets, and Mr. Bogue’s evidences in an Italian 
translation to a large Jewish Reading Soeiety, with the request to 
give them a place in tbeir library, which they have done, and where- 
by a considerable sensation has been excited.”’ 

In another letter, Mr. Marc writes, ‘I staid some days at Hom- 
burg, where two clergymen and some laymen were ready to take an 
active share in the cause. Many tracts have been disseminated ; and 
in some days [ shall furnish them with more. At Darmstadt I spent 
a whole week. Many young respectable Jews called upon me ; and 
you can scarcely imagine with what attention they listened to my 
words, and with what modesty they put their questions tome. They 
staid sometimes until half past one in the night. One said, “ If there 
exists a true Christian congregation, I will be baptized to-morrow.”’ 
Several of them are truly convinced, asd have agreed to meet on 
stated days with some good Christians, to read the Holy Scriptures 
and to pray with them. These will have a good influence upon their 
brethren. In one Jewish family I was most cordially received ; 
many other Jews met there, and the conversation extended unti! late 
in the night. Several Bibles were asked for and afterwards purchas- 
ed. Icalled upon the family Schwab, which a year ago has made 
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their public profession as Christians. I was received as a friend ; 
and the head of the family assured me of his readiness to promote 
our objects, A very intimate friend of his told me, that not long ago 
he asked him whether he was well satisfied with his transition, and 
felt peace in his soul ? Whereupon he burst out in tears, and assured 
him that he could never be sufficiently thankful to God. In his house 
I met with a learned Jew, who told me that he a long time since felt 
dissatisfied with the Jewish religion, and that he had published a book 
against the Talmud ; but that he also found many objections against 
Christianity. I spoke with him according to the grace the Lord 

ted me. He afterwards paid mea visit at Frankfort, and is now 
by the Rev. Mr. Stein instructed in the Christian religion. A very 
worthy minister, who knows him intimately, speaks highly of his 
character, and is overjoyed at the grace of God. From Darmstadt I 
went to a neighbouring village, Wolfskehl, where I conversed with 
two Jews, and left some tracts and a copy of the prophets with them. 
A short time thereafter I was informed that these Jews had assem- 
bled all their brethren in the place, upon which | addressed to them 
a letter of exhortation and instruction. From Manheim I have re- 
ceived very pleasing news. Numbers of Jews call upon Mr. Welner 
there ; and sometimes he is for half a day in conversation with them. 
They send the tracts they receive to their absent friends and relatives. 
i am eagerly desired to pay them a visit, as is also the case with re- 


spect to several other places. 
A dew of the name of , to whom at Kreutznach a Jewish 


German New Testament and some tracts had been given, came a short 
time ago hither, to have some conversation with me about religion ; 
and the Lord blessed my poor words. He will come back again in 
the course of this week, and his wife and three children will follow 
him, to be baptized by the Rev. Mr. Manuel. His wife is the daugh- 
ter of the chief rabbi at Bonn, and grand-daughter of that celebrated 
rabbi, David Sinzheimer, who was president of the sanhedrim held 
under Bonaparte. A young journeyman shoemaker, who was lately 
in London, and there became acquainted with you and Mr. Ronne- 
berg, is here, and, | think justly, considered as being truly awakened ; 
and his pious master is full of thanksgivings to God, for having brought 
such a promising young manto bim. The Rev. Mr. Stein will in- 
struct bim and another Jew, who supports himself very respectably 


as a writing master. 
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A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE NUMBER OF JEWS IN THE 
PRINCIPAL COUNTRIES OF EUROPE. 


, et ° "Sa ae FO 
ai Ag 2 os 2. Prussian Poland. . . . . 110,000 
et at miter’ fp SS eae - + 300,000 


The Russian Polish Jews reside chiefly in the following places, 
Wilna, Kanen, Grodno, Pinck, Mohilow (in this place are two Syna- 
es) Bizesk on Bug (here is the famous Jewish University.) The 
Austrian Polish Jews reside in Leonberg, (here isa famous School 
and Hebrew Printing Office) Brody, Lublin, Cracow, Tarnow. The 
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Prussian Polish Jews reside chiefly in Warsaw, Thorn, Paren, Lissa, 
Kalish, Rawitz, Petrikan, Rielsh. 
In Hungary, viz. Presburg, Newratz, Miskolz, . . - 76,000 
In Germany, viz. Frankfort on the Main, Prague, Furth, 


and Berlin, . . . : . . « 200,000 
SO; A BRON EP ee. beta oe a 
ree eS ele ae Oe ee ee 6s, 


Tue following, which is taken from Tract, No. 17, published by the Londoa 
Society for promoting Christianity among the Jews, exhibits a state of degrada- 
tion. and wretchedness, and of ignorance and perplexity in relation to the future, 
which, but to know, is sufficient to prompt every humane and generous person, as 
well as Christian, to do something for their recovery. 

It will be remembered, that this is descriptive of the state of the Jewsin Europe ; 
owing toa variety of causes, their situation, in this country, may be in somte re- 
spects improved. 


By the Jewish Talmud, a boy is of age at thirteen years old. He is 
released from parental restraints; his parent is no longer obliged to 
maintain hith ; and it is no uncommon thing for a Jewish boy or girl to 
be sent from home with a few shillings to make their own way in the 
world; the consequence to the poor children can easily be conceived.— 
Can any humane, not to say pious mind, olject to giving these deserted 
orphans a Christian education? It is supposed, that, above four hun- 
dred Jewish females are the victims of ignorance and ‘vice, wanderi 
about the streets of London to gain a miserable livelihood by the wages 
of prostitution. And can we wonder that it isso; when the rabbies 
teach, that before marriage, a female has nothing to do with religion or 
the observation of any of the commandments ; and after marriage, has 
only to observe three : viz. first, her purification; secondly, to bless the 
sabbath bread, viz. to take a small piece of dough, repeat a prayer over 
it, and throw it into the fire; and, thirdly, to light the candles on the 
eve of sabbath, or of any holiday, and repeat a prayer whilst doing it ; 
and that duly observing these three, she is in a state of safety. It were 
easy to produce examples that would make a Christian shudder ; but the 
fear of contagion forbids the exposure of such disgusting scenes. Now, 
are we to do nothing for the recovery of these unhappy creatures, mere- 
ly because they do. not offend the law of the land, or expose themselves 
to its vengeance ? 

When a Jew dies, all the water in the same and adjoining houses is 
instantly thrown away, and no priest must, upon any account, remain in 
the same or either of the adjoining houses till the corpse is removed. 
Immediately on his decease, the body is stripped and laid upon the floor, 
with clean straw under it, and it remains in that state, watched by aJew, 
until the ceremony of cleansing is performed ; part of which ceremony 
is, to hold up the body erect, and pour over it three successive ablutions, 
-2peating Hebrew sentences of the following import:—“ Then will I 
sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean from all your filthi- 
ness.” The Jews do not use close coffins, but usually four plain boards 
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loosely joined together; and the rabbiessay, the bottom should only con- 
sist of fal , in order that the worms may destroy the body so much the 
sooner. When the body is removed to the place of interment the coffin 
is opened, and some earth, supposed to have been brought from Jerusa- 
lem, is placed under the head in a small bag, or strewed about the body, 
as a preservative; each of the deceased’s relations and friends, then ap- 
proaches the corpse, holding one of his great toes in each hand, and im- 
ploring the deceased to forgive all the offences they had committed against 
him in his life-time, and not report evil against them in the other world; 
and the nearest relations have their garments rent. When the coffin is 
placed in the ground, each of the relations throws some earth upon it ; 
and as soon as the grave is filled, they run away as fast as possible, lest 
they should hear the knock of the angel, who is supposed to come and 
knock upon the coffin, crying, Wicked! wicked! what is thy name? or 
where is thy name recorded in the Scriptures? and if the deceased is 
not able to answer, to beat him immediately with a hot iron, tili he breaks 
his bones. While the interment is taking place, a lamp is lighted in the 
room in which the deceased died, and a basin of water anda towel are 
placed there, and remain thirty days from the day of the decease, during 
which time the men must not shave, and the water is changed every 
morning, under a persuasion that the soul of the deceased, now in pur- 
gatory, returning to earth each night, and washing itself from the defile- 
ments it had contracted when alive, the door of paradise will be opened 
to it. When the relations return from a funeral, they sit down upon the 
floor, and @ chair is placed before them, with eggs boiled hard, a little 
salt, gnd a small loaf; asmall portion of which is eaten by each of them, 
in order to break the fast, which they are supposed to have kept from 
the moment of the decease ;_ ten Jews, who have passed the age of thirteen, 
repeat prayers for the dead morning and evening, and at the close of 
these prayers, the sons of the deceased, or the nearest male relatives, 
repeat a prayer composed for that purpose; which is supposed to raise 
the soul of the deceased one step out of purgatory, and of course advance 
him one degree nearer paradise. 

Not long since a pamphlet was published under the sanction of the 
presiding rabbi in this country, which promised to defray the expenses 
of the foregoing superstitions for those poor Jews, who ceuld not afford 
this debt of piety to their deceased relations—on one condition alone, that 
such Jews steadily adhered to their opposition and detestation of Chris- 
tianity. It is probable that among the wiser part of the Jewish com- 
munity there are some whose minds are emancipated from these super- 
stitions. But if they rise above such follies, where can they find asolid 

round of comfort in the hour of death and the prospect of eternity ? 
Truly affecting is the account given of one of their celebrated rabbies 
on his death-bed. When Rabbi Johannan Ben Zachai was sick, his dis- 
ciples came to visit him, and when he saw them he began toweep. They 
said tohim, “ Rabbi, the light of Israel, the right-hand pillar, the strong 
hammer, wherefore dost thou weep?” He answered them, “ Ifthey were 
carrying me before a king of flesh and blood, who is here to-day, and to- 
morrow in the grave; who if he were angry with me, his anger would 
not last for ever; if he put me in bondage, his bondage would not be 
everlasting ; and if he condemned me to death, that death would not be 
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eternal ; whom I could soothe with words, and bribe with riches; yet 
even in these circumstances I should weep. But now I am going before 
the King of kings, the only blessed God, who liveth and endureth for 
ever and ever; who, if he is angry with me, his anger will last for ever ; 
if he puts me in bondage, his bondage will be everlasting ; if he con- 
demns me to death, that death will be eternal; whom I cannot soothe 
with words or bribe with riches ; when further, there are before me two 
ways, the one to hell, the other to paradise, and I know not to which they 
are carrying me ; should [ not weep?” (Talmud Berachoth, fol. col. 82.) 
Who does not long to point the mourning Israelite to that “ Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sin of the world ?” 





For Israel’s Advocate. 


ZION. 


“fs there n0 balm in Gilead ?—Is there no Physician there 2—Why then is not the health of tke 
daughter of my people recovered ”” 


O’rr heathen realms, the mighty stream 
Of sacred bounty widely flows, 


Their dark wilds catch a living beam, 
Their deserts blossom as the rose. 


Blind India,—mad with rites accurst, 
The crushing car, and flaming pyre, 
Declines her forehead to the dust, 
And shudders lest her faith expire. 


Swarth Afric’,—’mid her burning vales 
A balm from Calvary’s fountain feels, 
Salvation’s holy heralds hails, 
And at their feet enraptured kneels. 
The sea-green isles,—which smiling shed 
Their spicy fragrance o’er the air, 
Blend with those gales a richer meed, 
The incense of the Christian’s prayer. 


The forest tribes who heedless rove 

Their mountains, pierced by blasts severe, — 
God’s servants meet with eyes of love, 

And lead their thronging offspring near.— 


Chill Greenland, in her arctic robe, 
The hope of heaven devoutly heeds, 

And swiftly o’er the listening globe 
The word of inspiration speeds. 


But see! neglected Zion turns 

To midnight shades her exiled head, 
No heart for her oppression burns, 

No voice remands her from the dead. 


Seeks she a desolate abode 
Where erst her temple charmed the view ” 
Makes she her cell where Horeb flowed ? 


Or manna fell like morning dew ? 
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Mourns she, where on Gilbva’s mount 
Her monarch’s shield in dust was laid ? 

Swells she with tears Siloam’s fount ? 
Or sighs where Sharon’s roses fade ? 


‘No !—there her foes exulting tread, 
With crescent proud, and conqueror’ s crest ; 
Haste !—Christians, raise that sister’s head, 


And lay 
Hartford January, 3 1823. 


it on a Saviour’s breast. 
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Rec. from the Rev. Dr. Ely, Phil. life sub. 1 
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Ursula Blackman, treasurer of the 

Danbury Female Aux. Soc. Con. 30 00 
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Montgomery Aux. Society, 

County, N. Y. O92 00 
Van Wyck Wicke, treasurer of the 

Jamaica Aux. Sec. Long Island 172 72 
The Holmesburgh Female Societ 

for the promotion of the = 


Juvenile Jews Society, Kennebunk, 
Portland, Me. for the benefit of 
Mr. Jadownisky, per Mr. Fessen- 
den 18 00 

The Female Jews Soc. Salem, Mass. 
per Caroline W. Lawrence, trea- 
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particu- 
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Notices, &c. 


* Israel's Advocate’ will be furnished to subscribers at one dollar per annum. 

Societies formed Auxiliary to the A. 5. M. C. J. are not recognized as such tili 
they have transmitted to the Corresponding Secretary, the Rev. S. H. Cox, or to 
the Publisher, a copy of their Constitution, and the names of their officers. 

A list of Auxiliary Societies, and the names of their officers, so far as these shall 
have been reported, will appear in the next number. Secretaries who have not 
as yet reported their Societies, and the names of the officers, are requested to 
forward these as early as practicable, including the amount of ‘subscriptions, per 
week ; this latter is particularly desired in order that the number of copies of this 
publication to be sent to each Auxiliary may be correctly ascertained. 

Intelligence respecting the Jews, and original communications proper for this 
work, are respectfully solicited. 

: ” A Number of this work will be published every month, commencing with 


January, 1825. 
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